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Laura Deaton has moved on, as she plannéd to, after serving
for six months as executive director of the YWCA of Greater

Charleston.

Director leaves Y
ready and moving’

BY'EDWARD €. FEENNELL
The Post gnd Courier

Just as she planned, Laura Dea-
ton has left the local ¥ WOCA after
just six months at the helm.

Deaton’s last day as executive
director of the YWCA of Greater
Charleston was last Friday. The
new executive director will be
Amanda Hellinger, the former
development ditector of the
YWCA in Asheville, N.C_, who
will take over this menth.

Deaton said when shewas
handed the reins in April that
her specialty was getting strug-
gling nonprofits back on their
feet, and she would do soand
hand the ¥ over toa long-term
manager. She believes she hus
techarged and revitalized the
Y and left it “stable, ready and
maving” and with 3 clear mis-
siom.

Deaton sald her future includes
consulting work for nonprofit or-
ganizations. “Lam stepping azide
and letting the new person in,”
she said last week.

Dring her tenuire, Deaton
oversaw a survey of the commnu-
nity and its leaders in Hopes of
determining what the ¥ should
become to best serve the area.
More than 700 peaple responded
to the suryey, which she said
Hullinger will be reviewing and
helping the agency to implement.

The ¥ has been serving tii-

county wemen and children
sitice 907 and wil| celebratea
100th birthday next year. The
agency’s priorities have included
empowering wormen and com-
bating racism,

Dreaton was hired after long-
time Executive [Hrector Chris-
tine Jackson retived in 2004, Sev-
eral interim directors followed,
and; according to Dieaton and
other ¥ officials, vision suffered,
staff1ef and funds dwindled.

Tastsummer, the Y fonnd itself
suflering a power outage, in bath
theliteral and phisical senses.
The Coming Street headquat-
tars building losl clectricity, air
conditioning and heating due
to electrical and other problems
that cost $100,000 to fix, Sum-
mer day carmps and after-school
programs had to be curtailed or
moved elsewhere,

Dreatom said one of hier fizst
moves was Lo secure donations
to-make building repairs and up-
grade the electrical, heating and
air-condition systems.

Dreaton, who had just moved
to Summeryille with husband
Mark Deaton whenthe ¥ sought
herhelp, said working fu the
HELTICY was a tremendous oppar-

“tunity, Her consulting firm can

be contacted at wwnw Pluffhud-
Consulting.com.

Call the YWC A at 722-1644 0r
visit its Webesile st warworvca-
charleston org.




